MAULDEN PARISH
Neighbourhood Plan

What is
proposed?
Maulden Parish Council is the only
body with authority, and supports
this

The plan is as follows:
■ To designate Maulden Parish as a
Neighbourhood Area (done)
■ To appoint MPC members to engage with
volunteers in a neighbourhood planning
group (similar to a Neighbourhood Forum)
(done)
■ To approve that group to help MPC create a
successful Neighbourhood Plan (done)
■ To build a team (nearly done)
Next
■ To consult widely
■ To complete a Neighbourhood Plan

What is the
process?

There are thousands of pages of rules and
definitions, not least:
■ Localism Act
■ Statutory Planning Framework
■ Local Plan (CBC Level)

A series of relatively new laws and
powers set out how we can
proceed and what we must do

■ Law agreed by the UK with the EU
■ Fortunately there are good summaries, and
CBC will help with the legal areas

What can a
NHP include?

Housing
■

For whom

■

Where

■

What type

■

How many

Everything else

The Neighbourhood Plan is very
wide ranging, and can cover
whatever the community want it to
cover.

■

Employment

■

Village centre

■

Village Hall

■

Retailers

■

Urban design

■

Historic assets

■

Transport

■

Healthcare

■

Libraries

What defines
success?

A Neighbourhood Plan must pass the “Basic
Conditions Statement”
■ Have appropriate regard for National Policy
■ Contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development

A Neighbourhood plan that is legal,
enforceable, and supported by the
community as meeting their needs
and desires

■ Be in general conformity with strategic
policy and the Local Plan
■ Be compatible with EU obligations
If the community supports the “Consultation
Statement” in a referendum, then it becomes
statutory & enforceable
■ (and a lot more fine print)

What happens
if it fails?

We will be better off even if we fail to get a NP
adopted at referendum as we will:
■ Still have more information
■ Still learn more about planning processes
■ Probably have enough to deliver a Local
Action Plan into the CBC Local Plan

Any good plan knows what
happens if things go wrong, so what
if it does

■ Have the material to create a non-statutory
Community Plan

When will this
happen?

Starting now
■ Takes 2 to 3 years on average (16 months to
5 years, longer if area is larger)
■ We could aim for 2 years, and reasonably
hope to get the work done

Everything needs to start
somewhere – and the sooner it
starts, the sooner it finishes

■ The more people who can help – the faster
it can be done

Timeline for a Larger Town

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Who must be
involved?

Maulden Parish Council
A Neighbourhood “Forum” of Volunteers
They must engage with:
■ Entire Parish Community

This is not a small project – almost
everyone has a part to play. Everyone
has a right to be heard

■ Residents
■ Businesses
■ Land owners

Volunteer Committee

■ Utilities

David Bailey
Julie Sheppard
Alan Plom
Alan Murray

■ Statutory Bodies

Andrew Draycott
Robbie Locke
Simon Barnes

■ CBC has a legal duty to support the
Neighbourhood Forum
■ BRCC are available and willing to help

What does
consultation
look like?
Consultation means just that –
asking questions and listening to
what is said by the community. This
is never fast, and never fails to
reveal surprises

Lots of open ended questions
■ Who has an interest in Maulden and planning
its future?
■ What is good about Maulden?
■ What is bad about Maulden?
■ What is it like to work in Maulden?
■ What is likely to change in and around
Maulden?
■ What needs changing in and around
Maulden?
KEY POINT: the Neighbourhood Forum must
not ever pre-decide anything, it MUST be
democratic & representative

How does
consultation
happen?

Lots of methods
■ Village Hall Meetings
■ Sub-committees
■ Face to Face interviews
■ Sampling by mail or email

This is where most of the time and
money goes, and why it is so
important to have skills in project
management, statistical analysis,
research, and basic human
understanding in the team

■ Open voting (paper forms and electronic
methods)
■ Discussion groups
■ Written correspondence
■ KEY POINT: answers need to come from a
representative sample of the entire
demographic of the area by age, sex, location,
socio-economic status, etc.

What do we
get?

■ A plan that defines what Maulden will be in
5, 10, 20 years time
■ Access to Neighbourhood Development
Orders
■ Access to Community Right to Build Orders

The NHP itself is just a gateway to
the powers and money to deliver
what the community says it wants

■ Power to determine which sites the
community wishes to see built on, and what
is built on them, and for what purpose
■ Power to protect natural and built elements
of the neighbourhood
■ Money to support what the community
wants

Can we be
specific?
It is up to the COMMUNITY to
state what it wants, and why, and
any suggestions at this stage are
just that: suggestions, not decisions.
Other communities have asked for,
and are receiving:

■ Traffic calming, crossings, roads
■ Provision for the elderly and very young
■ Improvements for a village hall with large
multi-use rooms, storage and catering
■ Enhancing the school
■ Improved Recs and/or nature reserves
■ Provision for Youth Groups, Scouts and
Guides
■ Better paths, pavements, and lighting
■ Resilience planning & equipment (for
accidents, snow, emergencies)
■ Visiting services (health, library)
■ Local services (banks, post offices)
■ Historic buildings
■ Church facilities

Why would
Maulden want
this?
“Neighbourhood planning provides the
opportunity for communities to set out a
positive vision for how they want their
community to develop over the next 10,
15, 20 years in ways that meet identified
local need and make sense for local
people. They can put in place planning
policies that will help deliver that vision
or grant planning permission for the
development they want to see.”

Fundamentally - increased control over
development and more money
■ Neighbourhood Planning Orders
■ Dialog with residents and stakeholders
■ Fewer surprises from developers
■ More money spent on Maulden by CBC
■ Access to more CIL (25% uncapped, v 15%
capped)
■ That is £108k per 100 homes
■ Ability to prefer MPC land for sales (£1.5m
per Ha or more of gain) if appropriate
■ That is £4.2m per 100 homes

